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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 September 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 7-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 7-14 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Receipt of applicant's amendment filed on 09/05/08 is acknowledged. 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 7-14 under Rodriguez- 
Rodriguez have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration and search, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made below. Because this new grounds of rejection was not necessitated 
by applicant's amendment, this office action is made NON-FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 7,9-11,13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Higley (5,628,242) in view of Butts (4,454,501). 

4. Higley discloses a gas control assembly for a gas range (col. 7, lines 47-49) 
including a DC power source (402), a thermal sensor (506) for sensing the heat of an 
oven burner (col. 5, lines 58-60), a magnetic opening/closing unit (414), and a control 
circuit unit (502) causing the valve to close when the thermal sensor is triggered or 
when the timer expires (col. 5, lines 65-67 and col. 6, lines 1-2). 
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5. Although Higley describes his invention as useful with an outdoor grill, Higley 
explicitly teaches using the device with either an indoor oven or gas range (col. 5, lines 
18-25). 

6. Regarding claims 7 and 1 1 , the user first programs in a reference operating time 
to begin the timer. When the timer has almost expired, an alarm sounds, and the user 
is allowed to adjust the reference time up or down, resulting in the new operating time. 
If the user does not increase the time remaining on the timer at this point, the timer 
continues to run until it expires. When the time expires, the gas valve is shut off by the 
microprocessor [See col. 5, lines 52-56]. 

7. Higley discloses a control panel (508) including input entry means and a display 
unit showing the time countdown (col. 5, lines 39-44). Higley teaches that control 
panels are well known in the art, but does not explicitly show that the input means is a 
button, or the display unit is digital. 

8. Butts shows a conventional gas range control panel (13) including a digital 
timer/clock (43) and the control panel including buttons (Figure 2). 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Higley control panel to include the prior art digital 
display in order to use a sophisticated information entry system (Butts, col. 1 , lines 55- 
59). 

10. Regarding claim 9, the Higley apparatus has an audible alarm (512). Higley also 
teaches that the prior art provided gas sensors to prevent fires when a pilot light goes 
out (col. 1, lines 37-39). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Higley apparatus to use the prior art gas sensor with 
the alarm as an obvious extension of the prior art. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 0, it is not clear from the Higley Figures if the circuitry includes 
a signal amplifier, a clock oscillator, or a digital formation signal generator. The Butts 
control circuitry obviously includes a digit formation signal generator, as the clock has a 
digital display (Figure 2), but that portion of the circuitry is not explicitly shown. The 
Higley controller performs all of the recited functions, but is not defined as a 
"microcomputer", rather it is described as a microprocessor. However, the claim term 
"microcomputer" does not appear to require a specific structure. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that it was old and notorious in the art to use 
signal amplifiers, oscillators, signal generators in control circuitry. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Higley in view of Butts apparatus by using old and 
well known circuitry components in their intended manner. 

12. Claims 8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Higley (5,628,242) in view of Butts (4,454,501 ), further in view of Huang et al (US 
Patent 6,164,958). 

13. As discussed above, Higley does not disclose indicator lights on the gas stove. 
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14. Huang discloses a gas stove including indicator lights (38) for indicating burner 
ignition (col. 3, lines 32-35), and a gas sensor (50) that triggers an alarm (col. 3, lines 
28-47). 

15. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Higley apparatus to include the indicator lights of 
Huang in order to notify the user if unsafe conditions exist (col. 3, lines 29-33). 



Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Suereth whose telephone number is (571)272- 
9061 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays & Tuesdays 8:00AM- 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve McAllister can be reached on (571) 272-6785. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sarah Suereth/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



/Steven B. McAllister/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



